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Extreme	heat	is	the	deadliest	climate	disaster	due	to	the	onset	of	heat	related	
illness,	including	heat	stroke.	In	cities,	the	effects	of	extreme	heat	are	exacerbated	
by	what	is	known	as	the	Urban	Heat	Island	(UHI)	Effect.

Cities	across	the	world	have	released	plans	to	combat	and	mitigate	the	effects	of	
UHI.	In	Philadelphia,	there	is	no	succinct	literature	about	Urban	Heat	policies.	They	
are	currently	loosely	organized	across	many	websites.	Through	this	research,	we	
found	the	policies	that	the	City	of	Philadelphia	passed	to	directly	target	extreme	
heat.	

Philadelphia’s	extreme	heat	policies	fall	under	three	categories:	heat-health,	cool	
roofs,	and	neighborhood	specific.	Our	research	sorted	the	policies	into	these	three	
categories,	summarized	them,	and	recommended	points	for	further	research	and	
policy	implementation.

This	flowchart	illustrates	the	extent	to	which	the	information	about	extreme	heat	policies	is	scattered.	
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This	timeline	was	created	to	illustrate	when	Philadelphia	passed	extreme	heat	policies.	As	you	can	see,	more	
policies	directly	related	to	extreme	heat	have	been	passed	recently,	as	the	effects	of	UHI	start	to	become	more	
apparent	for	all	sectors	of	the	population.	

Findings

Summaries	of	all	the	extreme	heat	policies	in	Philadelphia	

Although	Philadelphia	has	had	successful	policies	to	combat	
the	UHI	and	has	put	an	emphasis	on	equity	for	the	past	few	
years,	we	have	some	policy	recommendations	and	
suggestions	for	further	research.

1. Create	community-driven	programs	in	the	other	hottest
neighborhoods	in	Philadelphia

2. Pass	a	stricter	cool	roof	law
3. Fund	another	study	of	the	heat-health	warning	system
4. Conduct	a	survey	in	communities	that	have	a	higher

energy	method,	asking	about	alternate	cooling	methods.
5. Add a section to	the	Philadelphia	Climate	Action	Plan

about	extreme	heat,	organizing	all	of	the	related	policies
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